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2 Theological Basis for Papal Power

et .

The authority of the papacy was weakened by lords who dominated churches and
monasteries by appointing bishops and abbots and by collecting the income from
church taxes. These bishops and abbots, appointed for political reasons, lacked
the spiritual devotion to maintain high standards of discipline among priests and
monks. Church reformers were determined to end this subordination of the
church to lay authority.

The practice of lay investiture led to a conflict between the papacy and the
German monarchy. It began when the German king and future Holy Roman Em-
peror Henry IV (1056~1108) invested the new archbishop of Milan with his
pastoral staff and ring, symbols of the episcopal office. Henry was immedi-
ately challenged and threatened with excommunication by Pope Gregory VII
(1073-1085), a most ardent champion of reform. Gregory’s action sparked 2a
struggle between the papacy and the Holy Roman Empire that lasted for half a
century. Later, after he was actually excommunicated for a second time, Henry . g
invaded Iraly, and Pope Gregory fled from Rome to the monastery of Monte Li
Cassino, where he died in 1085. Civil war broke out in the imperial territories be-
tween partisans of the pope and those of the empire, and widespread death and
destruction ensued. Although a compromise was effected at a synod (council of
bishops) at Worms, Germany, in 1122, the ideological principles raised in the dis-
pute were never wholly resolved.

Pope Gregory VII

THE SECOND LETTER TO BISHOP
HERMAN OF METZ AND THE "
DICTATUS PAPAE

Like no other pope before him, Gregory VII had asserted the preeminence of the \ '
papacy over secular rulers. He declared that princes should “not seek to subdue
or subject holy Church to themselves as a handmaiden; but indeed let them fit-

tingly strive to honor her eyes, namely the priests of the Lord, by acknowledging

them as masters and fathers.” His exaltation of the spiritual authority of the
church encouraged furure popes to challenge the state whenever it threatened :
the supremacy of Christian moral teachings or the church’s freedom to carry out
its mission. The first reading is a letcer written by Pope Gregory VIl toa German
bishop, Herman of Metz, at the height of the lay investiture struggle. The pope
outlined the theological basis for the authority and powers he claimed. The ex-
alted conception of the papacy as the central authority in the Christian church
was expressed in its most extreme and detailed form in a series of propositions
called the Dictatus papae (Rules of the Pope), which appear as numbered para-
graphs in the second excerpt.
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You ask us to fortify you against the madness
of those who babble with accursed tongues
about the authority of the Holy Apostolic See
[the bishopric of Rome] not being able to ex-
communicate King Henry as one who despises
the law of Chrisc, a descroyer of churches gnd
of the empire. a promoter and parener of here-
sies. nor to release anyone from his oath of fi-
delity to him: but it has not seemed necessary to
reply to this request, seeing thac so many and
such convincing proots are to be found in Holy
Scripture. . . .

To cite bue a few out of the multitude of
proofs: Who does not remember the words of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: "Thou art
Peter and on chis rock T will build my Church,
and the gates ot hell shall not prevail againse
it. And I will give thee the keys of the king-
dom ot heaven and whatsoever thou shalt bind
on carth shall be bound in heaven and what-
soever thou shalt loose on earch shall be loosed
in heaven.” Are kings excepted here? Or
are they not of the sheep which the Son of
God committed to St. Peter? Who, 1 ask,
thinks himself excluded trom chis universal
grant of the power of binding and loosing to
St. Peter unless, perchance, that unhuppy man
whe, being unwilling te bear the yoke of the
Lord, subjects himself to the burden of the
Devil and refuses to be numbered in the Hock of
Chrise? His wretched liberty shall prohe him
nothing; for it he shakes oft from his proud neck
the power divinely granted to Peter, so much
the heavier shall it be for him in the day of
judgment.

This institution of the divine will, this
foundation of the rule of the Church, this priv-
ilege granted and sealed especially by a heav-
enly decree to St. Peter, chief of the Aposcles,
has been accepted and maintained with greae
reverence by the holy fathers, and they have
given to the Holy Roman Church, as well in
general councils as in cheir other aces and
writings, the name of “universal mother.” They
have not only accepted her expositions of
doctrine and her instructions in (our) holy re-
ligion, but they have also recognized her judi-

cial decisions. They have agreed as with
one spirit and one voice that all major cases,
all especially important atfairs and the judg-
ments of all churches ought to be referred to
her as o their head and maother, that from her
there shall be no appeal. that her judgments
may not and cannot be reviewed or reversed by
anynne.

Thus Pope Gelasius [-{92—06). writing to
the {Byzantine] emperor Anastasius, gave him
these instructions as to the right theory of the
principate of the Holy and Apostolic See. based
upon divine authority:

Alchough it is ficting chat all the faichful
should submit chemselves to all priests who
perform  their sacred  functions  properly,
how much the more should they uccept the
judgment of chat preface who has been
appointed by the supreme divine ruler to be
superior to all priests and whom the loyaley
of the whole later Church has recognized as
such. Your Wisdom sces plainly thac no
human capacity (concilinm) whatsoever can
equal that of him {Saint Peter} whom che
word of Chrise rused above all others and
whom the reverend Church has  always
contessed and still devoredly holds as ics

Head.

Pope Gregory then comments on the origins
of the authority of civil rulers and their mo-
tives when they seek to govern the clergy.
Gregory argues that church and state are
separate spheres of governing authority and
that the responsibility of clergymen is greater
than that of civil rulers,

Who does not know that kings and princes
derive their origin from men ignorant of God
who raised themselves above their fellows by
pride, plunder, treachery. murder—in shore, by
every kind of ¢rime—at the instigation of che
Devil, the prince of this world, men blind with
greed and intolerable in cheir audacicy? If, chen,
they strive to bend the priests of God to their




will, tco whom may they more properly be com-
pared than to him who is chiet over all the sons
of pride? For he, cempring our High Priest [ Je-
sus} head of all priests, son of the Most High,
ottering him all the kingdoms of this world,
said: “All these will 1 give thee it thou wile tall
down and worship me.”

Does anyone doubt that che prieses of Chrise
are to be considered as fachers and masters of
kings and princes and of all believers? Would
it not be regarded as pitiable madness if a son
should try to rule his father or a pupil his
master and co bind wich unjuse obligations the
one through whom he expects to be bound or
loosed, not only on carch bat also in heaven?
Evidencly recognizing chis che emperor Con-
stantine the Great, lord over all kings and
princes throughout almose che entire earch, as
St. Gregory [pope, 590-64041 relates in his
leccer to the emperor Mauritius  [Maurice,
Byzantine ruler, $82-0021, at the holy synod of
‘Nicuea™! cook his place below all the bishops and
did not venture to pass any judgment upon them
but, even adcdressing chem as gods, tele chae chey
ought not to be subject to his judgment buc char
he ought to be bound by their decisions.

Pope Gelasius,” urging upon the emperor
Anastasius not to feel himself wronged by che
cruth chae was called to his actencion said:
“There are two powers, O auguste Emperor, by
which the world is governed, the sacred au-
thoricy of che priesthood and che power of
kings. Of these the priestly is by so much the
greater as they will have to answer for Kings
themselves in the day of divine judgment™
and a lictle furcher: “Know that you are subject
to their judgment, not that chey are to be sub-
jected to your will”

In reliance upon such declaracions and such
authorities, many prelates [popes or other
powertul church officials} have excommunicaced
kings or emperors.

1The coundil of Nicaea in Asia Minor mentioned here took
place in 3251 it was the hrst ecumenical council of the
church—all bishops were invited to participate.

Ser pape |84,
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Drawn up by the papal government during
the pontificate of Gregory VI, the Dictatus
papae represents claims and ambitions that
would inspire many popes and theologians
throughout the Middle Ages.

RULES OF THE POPE

1. That the Roman church was established
by Gad alone.

2. That the Roman pontiff {bishop] alone is
rightly called universal.

3. That he alone has the power to depose and
reinstate bishops,

4. That his legate [emissary], even it he be of
lower ecclesiastical rank, presides over bishops
in council, and has the power to give sentence of
deposition against them.,

5. That the pope has the power to depose
those who are absent (Z.e., without giving them
@ hearing).

6. That, amonyg other rhings, we ought not
to remain in che same house with those whom
he has excommunicaced.

7. That he alone has the right, according to
the necessity of the occasion, to make new laws,
to create new bishoprics, to make a monastery of
a chapter of canons,* and rice rerse, and either to
divide a rich bishopric or to unite several poor
ones.

8. That he alone may use che imperial in-
signia.

9. Thac all princes shall kiss the foot of che
pope alone.

10. Thae his name alone is to be recited in
the churches.

1. That che name applied to him belongs to
him alone.

12, Thar he has the power to depose em-
perors.

*A chapter of canans i3 4 corporate eeclesiastical body com-
pused of priests who administer cathedrals or monastic
communities.
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13. That he has the right o cranster bishops
trom one see to another when i becomes nec-
essary.

P That he has the righe o orduin as
cleric wnvone from any pare of the church
whatsovver,

1S, Thae anvone ordained by himomay nide
tas hishopy over another church, bue cannot
serve (as priesty an e and dhae such a deric
iy not recetve a higher rank from any other
hishop.

10, That no general synod may be called
without his order.

17, Thae no action of w synod and no book
shall be regarded as cananical {othcial | without
his aithority.

1S, That s decree can be annalled by no one,
and ehae he cananoul the decrees of anyone.

19, That he aot be judged by no one,

Y That no one shall dare to condemn i per-

son who has appealed ro the apostolic seat.

REVIEW GUESTIONS

21. That the important cases of any church
whaesaever shall be referred to the Roman
church (that s, to the pope).

220 That the Romwan church s never erred
and will never err ro all crerniry, according
the testimony of the holy scriprures.

230 Thae the Roman pontitt who has been
vtnonically ordained s made holy by che merites
of St. Perer according ro the tescimony af St
lnnadins, bishop of Pavia, which is confirmyed
by muany ol the holy fathers, as is shown by
che decrees of che Blessed pope Symmachus
[198-5153].

2 That by his commund or permission sub-
jects muy accuse thetr rulers,

25, Thar he can depose and reinstate bishops
without che cilling ofa synod.

26, That 1o one can he regarded as cacholic
wim does nor agree with che Roman church,

27, Phat he has the power co absolve subjeces
from cheir nach of fidelity 1o wicked rulers.

Fo Whae was the seriptural basis chaimed by Pope Gregory VH for his authoricy as

head of the chuarch?

e

chirrchy

What were Gregory VIS views on the origin and s ol royal aathoricy?
Whatt powees did Gregory VI clainmy over seenlar proinces? Over the bishops of the

. Inwhae sense Jid Gregory VH revolationize carlier views on rhe proper

relarionshop berweent drdeand siare?

3 The First Crusade

miompr—

In the cleventh century the Scljuk Furks, recent converts to Islam, conquered

vase regions of the Near East including mose of” Asia Minor, the heardand of che
Byzantine Empire. When the Sceljuk empire crumbled, Byzantine emperor Alex-

s 1 Comnenus (108 1=1 LS secing an opporwnity to regain lost lands, appealed

to Latin princes and the pope tor assistance, an appeal answered by Urban 11

(HORS— 109N,

In 1095 ar the Council of Clermont, Pope Urban 11 in a dramatic specch
urged Frankish lords to take up the sword againse the Muslims, an event that
marked the beginning of the Crusades—the struggle to regain the Holy Land
from Islam. A Christian army mobilized by the papacy to defend the Christian
faith accorded with the papal concept of a just war. Moreover, Urban hoped
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happiness of spirit with which they kissed the
memorials of the Lord’s sojourn upon earth. On
all sides were tears, everywhere sighs, not such
as grief and anxiety are wont to cause, but such
as fervent devotion and the satisfaction of
spiritual joy produce as an offering to the Lord.
Not alone in the church but throughout all

Jerusalem arose the voice of a people giv-
ing thanks unto the Lord until it seemed
as if the sound must be borne to the very
heavens. Verily, of them might it well be
said, “The wvoice of rejoicing and salva-
tion is in the tabernacles of the righteous
{Ps. 118:151.7

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Modern political propaganda frequently uses popular fears, prejudices, moral
idealism, and patriotic fervor to shape public opinion. Discuss the techniques used
by Pope Urban II to create public support for the Crusade.

2. What types of people did Urban IT address and what were his motives?

3. Why did William of Tyre believe that the massacre in Jerusalem was an act of
religious purification?

4 Religious Dissent

s YA A

Like many groups held together by common ideology, the medieval church
wanted to protect its doctrines from novel, dissident, or erroneous interpreta-
tions. To ensure orthodoxy and competency, therefore, all preachers were li-
censed by the bishop; unlicensed preaching, especially by unschooled laymen,
was forbidden. In the western church, heresy had not been a serious problem in
the post-Roman period. But in the twelfth century, heretical movements at-
tracted significant numbers of supporters among both the clergy and laity and cut
across frontiers and social classes.

One major heretical movement was that of the Cathari, more commonly called
the Albigensians. The Albigensian heresy apparently entered western Europe
from the Balkans, where similar religious ideas could be traced back to non-
Christian sects of the early Roman Empire. The Albigensians were not Christians
in any orthodox sense: they rejected the Old Testament and claimed the God of
Israel to be the Evil One, who created the material world in which souls were
trapped, separating them from the Good God. Although the Albigensians ac-
cepted the New Testament with their own emendations, they rejected the Chris-
tian doctrine of Jesus as both God and Man; they believed that Jesus was a
disembodied spirit, and that all flesh was evil, marriage was evil, and the beget-
ting of children was evil. Rejecting the medieval church, they constituted an al-
ternative religion in the midst of Christian southern France and Italy.
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Emperor Frederick II
HERETICS: ENEMIES OF GOD
AND HUMANITY

The new religious movements threatened to undermine the existing religious, so-
cial, and political order. Pope Gregory IX in 1231 decided to create special courts
of inquisition to seek out the dissenters, or heretics. Those who repented could
be sent to prison for life; those who remained unrepentant were excommuni-
cated from the church and turned over to the secular authorities, who executed
them. The property of the guilty was confiscated and divided equally among che
local bishop, the inquisitors, and the local civil ruler. The ordinary procedural
standards of European penal law were abandoned in the courts of inquisition.
The inquiry was secret, witnesses were not identified to the accused, guilt was
presumed, legal counsel was denied, and torture was applied to verify statements
given under oath.

The papal inquisitors were not permitted to function everywhere. The culers
of the northern and eastern European kingdoms forbade them entry, as did Eng-
land, Portugal, and Castile. In the next reading, from the first section of the
Constitutions of Melfi, promulgated for the kingdom of Sicily by the Emperor
Frederick 1T (1220-1250) in 1231, the typical attitude of medieval Christians to-
ward heretics (or those who gave them aid or comfort) and the savage penalties
imposed are graphically depicted. Ironically, in 1245, Frederick 11 himself was
accused of heresy and deposed by Pope Innocent 1V (1243-1254), leading to a
war between the emperor and the papacy. '

Heretics try to tear the seamless robe of our
Gaod. As slaves to the vice of u word that means
division [sect}, they strive to introduce division
into the unity of the indivisible faith and to sep-
arate the ock from the care of Peter {the Popel,
the shepherd to whom the Good Shepherd
[Christ} entrusted it Inside they are violent
wolves, but they pretend the tameness of sheep
until they can ger inside the sheepfold of the
Lord. They are the most evil angels. They are
sons of depravity from the father of wickedness
and the author of evil, who are resolved to de-
ceive simple souls. They are snakes who deceive
doves. They are serpents who seem to creep in
secrecly and, under the sweetness of honey, spew
out poison. While they pretend to administer

the food of life, they strike from cheir tails. They
mix up a potion of death as a certain very deadly
poison.

e ]ndee(g, these miserable Patarines [Pat-
arenes, one group of heretics), who do not pos-
sess the holy faith of the Eternal Trinity,! offend
at the same time three persons under one cover
of wickedness: God, their neighbors, and them-
selves. They offend God because they do not
know the faith of God, and they do not know his
son. They deceive their neighbors insofar as they
administer the delights of heretical wickedness

YThe central Christian doctrine that teaches that there are
three divine persons in oae God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, who are coequal, coeternal, and consubstantial.
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to them under the guise of spiritual nourish-
ment. They rage against themselves even more
cruelly insofar as, besides risking their souls,
these sectaries, lavish of life and improvident
with death, also expose their bodies to the en-
ticements of cruel deach which they could avoid
by true knowledge and the steadfastness of true
faith. What is even worse, the survivors are not
frightened by the example. We cannot contain
out emotions against such men so hostile to
God, to themselves, and to mankind. Therefore,
we draw the sword of righteous vengeance
against them, and we pursue them more ur-
gently insofar as they are known to practice the
crimes of their superstition within the Romun
Church herself, which is considered the head of
all the other churches, to the more evident in-
jury of the Christian faith. . . . Because we con-
sider this so repulsive, we have decided in the
first place that the crime of heresy and these
condernned secrs should be numbered among
the public crimes as it was promulgared in the
ancient laws. . . . In order to expose the wicked-
ness of those who, because they do not follow
God, walk in darkness, even if no one reports it,
we desire that the perpetrators of these crimes
should be investigated diligently and should be
sought after by our officials like other criminals.

REVIEW QUESTION

We order that those who become known by an
inquisition [crial}, even if they are touched by
the evidence of a slight suspicion, should be ex-
amined by ecclesiastics and prelates. If they
should be found by them to deviate from the
Catholic faith in the least wise, and if, after they
have been admonished by them in a pastoral
way, they should be unwilling to relinquish the
insidious darkness of the Devil and to recognize
the God of Light, but they persist in the con-
stancy of conceived error, we order by the pro-
mulgation of our present law that these Patarines
should be condemned to suffer the death for
which they strive. Committed to the judgment
of the flames, they should be burned alive in the
sight of the people. We do not grieve that in this
we satisfy their desire, from which they obtain
punishment alone and no other fruit of their er-
ror. No one should presume to intervene with us
in behalf of such persons. But if anyone does, we
shall turn against him the deserved stings of our
indignation. . ..

.. We order that the shelterers, believers,
accomplices of Patarines, and those who support
them in any way at all, who give no heed to fear
for themselves so that they can protect others
from punishment, should be sent into perpetual
exile and all their goods confiscated.

1. How did Frederick 11 view heretics and what methods did he determine to use to

eliminate them?

5 Medieval Learning: Synthesis of Reason

P S

and Christian Faith

The twelfth century witnessed a revived interest in classical learning and the
founding of universities. Traditional theology was broadened by the application
of a new system of critical analysis, called scholasticism. Scholastic thinkers as-
surned that some teachings of Christianity, which they accepted as true by faith,
could also be demonstrated to be true by reason. They sought to explain and clar-
ify theological doctrines by subjecting them ro logical analysis.




murdered a rich citizen, by name Richard Lyon,
to whom Wat Tyler had formerly been servant
in France, but having once beaten him, the
{scoundrel} had never forgotten it; and when he
had carried his men to his house, he ordered his
head to be cur off, placed upon a pike, and car-
ried through the streets of London. Thus did
these wicked people act, and on this Thursday
they did much damage to the city of London. To-
wards evening they fixed their quarters in a
square, called St. Cacherine’s, before the Tower,
declaring that they would not depart until they
had obtained from the king every thing they
wanted—auntil the Chancellor [chief financial of-
ficer] of England had accounted to them, and
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been expended. Considering the mischief which
the mob had already done, you may easily imag-
ine how miserable, at this time, was the situation
of the king and those who were with him. . . .
... Now observe how fortunately matters
turned out, for had these scoundrels succeeded
in their intentions, all the nobility of England
would have been destroyed; and after such suc-
cess as this the people of other nations would
have rebelled also, taking example from those
of Ghent and Flanders, who at the time were
in actual rebellion against their lord; the Par-
isians indeed the same year acted in a somewhat
similar manner; upwards of 20,000 of them
armed themselves with leaden maces and caused

shown how the great sums which were raised had  a rebellion. . . .

John Wycliffe
CONCERNING THE POPE’S POWER

A threat to papal power and to the medieval ideal of a universal Christian com-
munity guided by the church came from radical reformers, who questioned the
function and authority of the entire church hierarchy. These heretics in the Late
Middle Ages were forerunners of the Protestant Reformation.

A principal dissenter was the Englishman John Wycliffe (c. 1320-1384). By
stressing a personal relationship between the individual and God and by claiming
that the Bible itself, rather than church teachings, is the ultimate Christian au-
chority, Wycliffe challenged the fundamental position of the medieval church:
that the avenue to salvation passed through the church alone. He denounced the
wealth of the higher clergy and sought a return to the spiritual purity and mater-
ial poverty of the early church. To Wycliffe, the wealthy, elaborately organized
hierarchy of the church was unnecessary and wrong. The splendidly dressed and
propertied bishops had no resemblance to the simple people who first followed
Christ. Indeed, these worldly bishops, headed by a princely and tyrannical pope,
were really anti-Christians, the “fiends of Hell.” Wycliffe wanted the state to con-
fiscate church property and the clergy to embrace poverty. By denying that
priests changed the bread and wine of communion into the substance of the body
and blood of Christ, Wycliffe rejected the special powers of the clergy.

The church deprived the Lollards—an order of poor priests that spread
Wycliffe's teachings—of their priestly functions. In the early fifteenth century,
some of Wycliffe's followers were burned ar the stake.

In the following selection from a pamphlet concerning the pope, Wycliffe con-
trasts the pope unfavorably with Jesus. The text, originally written in Middle
English, was rendered into Modern English by Alfred J. Andrea. The explanatory
notes are Andrea's.
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Christ was a very poor man from His birth to
His death and forswore worldly riches and beg-
ging,! in accord with the state of primal inno-
cence,’ but Antichrist, in contrast to this, from
the time that he is made pope to the time of his
deach, covets worldly wealth and eries in many
shrewd ways to gain riches. Christ was a most
meek man and urged thar we learn from Him,
but prople say that the pope is the proudest man
on earth, and he makes lords kiss his feet,?
whereas Christ washed His apostles” feee. Christ
Wils 4 fOSt UNPretentious man in life, deeds, and
words. People say that chis pope is not like
Christ in this way, for whereas Christ went on
foot to cities and litcle towns alike, chey say chis
pope desires to live ina castle in a grand man-
ner. Whereas Christ came to John the Baptist to
be baptized by him, the pope summons people
to come to him wherever he might be, yea, as
though Christ Himself, and not che pope, had
summoned them o Him. Christ embraced
young and poor in token of his humility; people
say that the pope desires to embrace worldly
prestige and not good people for the sake of
God, lest he dishonor himself. Chrise was busy
preaching the Gospel, and not for worldly pres-
tige or for profit; people suy that the pope allows
this, but he would gladly make laws to which he
gives more prestige and sanction than Christ’s
law. Christ so loved His Hock that He laid down
his life for chem and suffercd sharp pain and

tApparently, an oblique attack op the mendicant friars,
whe claimed (o follow a fife of Apostolic Paverty in tmit-
tion of Jesus and his apostles. Wycliffe despised che triars.
“The presumed innocence of Adam and Eve betore the Fall.
‘A long-standing tradition.

death in order to bring them to bliss. People say
that the pope so loves the prestige of this world
chat he grants people absolution that guarantees
a straight pach to Heaven! so chat they might
perform acts that redound to his honor. And so
chis foolishiness could be the cause of the deach,
in body and soul, of many thousands of people.
And how does he follow Christ in this way?
Christ was so patient and suttered wrongs so
well that He prayed for His enemies and taught
His apostles not to ke vengeance. People say
that the pope of Rome wishes to be avenged in
every way, by killing and by damning and by
other painful means that he devises. Christ
caught people to live well by the example of His
own life and by His words. for He did what He
taughe and taught in a manner that was conso-
nant with His actions. People say that che pope
acts contrary to this. His life is not an example
of how other people should live, for no one
should live like him, inusmuch as he acts in
manner that accords to his high state, In every
deed and word, Christ sought che glory of God
and suffered many assaules on His manhood for
this goal; people say that the pope, to the von-
trary, secks his own glory in every way, yea, even
if it means the loss of the worship of God. And
<o he manufactures many groundless gabblings.

If these and similar accusations are true of the
pope of Rome, he is the very Antichrist and not
Christ’s vicar on earth.

‘A reference o the Roman Chureh’s indulgences, which
Jad beeome increasingly systemized and populur daring
the tweltth and diirteenrh centuries (see page 298).

Marsilius of Padua

ATTACK ON THE WORLDLY POWER

OF THE CHURCH

The fourteenth century brought a new crisis in church=state relations. King Philip
the Fair (1285~1314) tried to raise revenues for the French government by taxing
the property and income of the clergy without papal consent, efforts thac were



